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ATTEND AND HEAR 
EXPERT FACULTY 
PRESENT ON: 
•	 Ultra Minimally Invasive 

Colorectal Surgery “Nothing 
Is Impossible”

•	 The Difficult Polyp

•	 High Resolution Anorectal 
Manometry

•	 New Ideas in GI Anesthesia

•	 Endo-Bariatrics Beyond the 
Scope

•	 Helicobacter Pylori: The 
Latest Treatments Against an 
Old Foe

PLUS Saturday afternoon  
Hands-on Endoscopy Labs!

47TH ANNUAL47TH ANNUAL



Registration - Registration - Advance registration will be open  
until September 7. Register at sgnaflorida.org.  
American Express, Discover, Mastercard and Visa  
are accepted online. Refunds will not be honored  
(i.e., illness, weather). For registration questions, 
please contact info@flgastro.org or 305-687-1367.

Registration Fees:

Accreditation / CME / MOC 
In support of improving patient care, this live to enduring activity has been planned 
and implemented by Amedco LLC and Florida Gastroenterologic Society.  Amedco 
LLC is jointly accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical 

Education (ACCME), the Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education (ACPE), and the American 
Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC), to provide continuing education for the healthcare team. 
medco Joint Accreditation #4008163.
Physicians: 
Amedco LLC designates this live activity for a maximum of 16.25 AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™. 
Physicians should claim only the credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in 
the activity.  
Nurses: 
Amedco LLC designates this activity for a maximum of 12.75 ANCC contact hours. According 
to the criteria of the American Board of Certification for Gastroenterology Nurses (ABCGN), a 
maximum of 12.75 hours earned in this activity are considered GI Specific for the purpose of 
recertification by contact hours through the ABCGN. 

Successful completion of this CME activity, which includes participation in the 
evaluation component, enables the participant to earn up to 13.25 Medical 

Knowledge MOC points in the American Board of Internal Medicine’s (ABIM) Maintenance of 
Certification (MOC) program. It is the CME activity provider’s responsibility to submit participant 
completion information to ACCME for the purpose of granting ABIM MOC credit. 
You must request your certificate within 30 days of the activity to meet the deadline for 
submission to PARS.

Book online at https://book.passkey.com/go/Book online at https://book.passkey.com/go/
FGSAnnualMeeting2023 BEFORE AUGUST 17!FGSAnnualMeeting2023 BEFORE AUGUST 17!

Visit sgnaflorida.org to register by JulyVisit sgnaflorida.org to register by July  1414thth and save! and save!

Special SGNA/FGS room rates at the Renaissance 
Orlando at SeaWorld are $159 per night for single/
double, plus 12.5% taxes per night. RESERVATIONS 
MUST BE MADE BEFORE AUGUST 17, 2023 otherwise 
special convention rates and space availability 
cannot be guaranteed. 
A daily discounted Resort Fee of $25 will be added to 
the room rate and includes: daily scheduled shuttle 
service to Magic Kingdom, Hollywood Studios, Epcot, 
Animal Kingdom, Disney Springs, Universal Studios; 
daily enhanced guestroom wifi; a one-time welcome 
resort beverage, two coupons per room, per stay 
(beer/wine); and daily basic convention & meeting 
space wifi. The hotel is located at 6677 Sea Harbor 
Drive, Orlando, FL, 32821.
Make reservations at the Renaissance Orlando at 
SeaWorld by calling 1-800-380-7917 (reference group 
rate code “FGS”) or book online.

$160 - SGNA Member, register by July 14

$170 - Non-member, register by July 14

$170 - SGNA Member, register by 
September 7

$180 - Non-member, register by 
September 7

$210 - Register September 8-10. Payment 
must be made with cash, hospital check, 
or cashier’s check. Credit cards or online 
registration cannot be accepted. 

$85

Early Bird

Advance

On-site

Endo  
Technician

September 8-10, 2023   Orlando, FL
47th Annual Joint SGNA/FGS Meeting

HOTEL INFORMATION



SGNA 2023 AGENDA
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 8
7:00 - 8:30 pm 	 SGNA / FGS Welcome Reception 

Explore the Exhibit Hall and mingle with SGNA 
and FGS colleagues. Complimentary hot and 
cold hors d’oeuvres will be served. Cash bar.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 9
6:45 am	 Registration /Continental Breakfast / 

Visit Exhibits 
7:15 am   	 Welcome and Introduction 

Kathie Holloway, MSN/ED, BSN, RN, CGRN, 	
Course Moderator, SGNA Program Coordinator 

7:30 am	 Does This Patient Have IBD? Myths, 
Misconceptions, and Mimics 
Ronen Arai, MD 
Recognize the differences between IBD and other 
causes of enteritis/colitis.

8:00 am	 Ultra Minimally Invasive Colorectal Surgery 
“Nothing Is Impossible” 
Michael Dolberg, MD 
Identify complex intra-abdominal colorectal 
pathology that can be treated with minimally 
invasive techniques.

8:45 am	 The Difficult Polyp 
Tolga Erim, DO 
Determine different methods that can be used to 
resect polyps.

9:15 am	 Break/Visit Exhibits

9:45 am	 Understanding ERCP and EUS General 
Review and New Advances 
Theodore Doukides, MD  
Review and discuss the numerous basic and 
advanced applications in ERCP and EUS.

10:15  am	 Strategies for Weight Management 
from a Gastroenterologist 
Michelle Pearlman, MD 
Define obesity and understand its prevalence, 
trends and complications.

10:45 am	 Diagnosis and Management of GERD 
Kinesh Changela, MD 
Diagnosis, pathophysiology, symptoms, tests, 
medications, and surgical treatment.

11:15 am	 The Difficult Colonoscopy: Tips and 
Tricks 
Alison Schneider, MD 
Review of techniques and methods to improve 
successful completion of colonoscopy in 
difficult cases.

11:45 am	 Back to the Future – New Ideas and Old 
Topics in GI Anesthesia 
William Weisberg, DO 
Discuss and understand the many changes 
and revisions in GI anesthesia.

12:15 pm	 ENDO/TECH Course 
Attendees will participate in didatic and a 
hands-on endoscopy laboratory. “Hands-
on” interactive experience touring through 
individual stations. 

2:00 - 5:00 pm 	 Endoscopy Labs 
“Hands on” sessions using porcine models. 
Attendance is limited so register early. 	
No charge for meeting attendees.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 10
6:45 am	 Continental Breakfast/Visit Exhibits 
7:15 am	 Welcome and Announcements 

Dennis Yang, MD, FGS President
7:30 am	 Mastering the Art of Treating Ascites and Hepatic 

Encephalopathy: Not Too Much, Not Too Little 
Fernando Castro, MD 
Diagnose ascites from cirrhotic etiology and 
understand its prognostic implications.

7:50 am	 Evaluation and Management of the Pregnant 
Patient with Elevated Liver Enzymes 
Maria Hernandez, MD 
Differentiate between normal changes occurring 
during pregnancy and those associated with an 
underlying hepatic disorder.

8:10 am	 Liver Transplantation in Acute Liver Failure: 
Identifying the Window of Opportunity 
Roberto Firpi, MD 
Explore the critical timeframe for liver 
transplantation in acute liver failure patients. 

8:30 am	 Q&A
8:40 am	 Break / Visit Exhibits
8:50 am	 The Incidental Neuroendocrine Tumor in the 

GI Tract 
Shaffer Mok, MD 
Understand the varying subtypes of GI NETs, 
prognosis and behaviors.

9:10 am	 Gastric Intestinal Metaplasia: Significance and 
Follow-Up Recommendations 
Shailja Shah, MD 
Understand the pathogenesis, risk factors for 
development, and natural history of gastric 
intestinal metaplasia.

9:30 am	 Colon Polyp with Carcinoma In-Situ, 
Intramucosal Cancer or Invasive Cancer: What 
Is the Next Step? 
Dennis Yang, MD 
Recognize and understand how polyp 
morphology can help risk stratify risk of 
invasive disease.

9:50 am	 Q&A

For more information and to register, visit sgnaflorida.org
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Kathie Holloway, MSN/ed, BSN, RN, CGRN, 
CNEcl
SGNA Program Coordinator / Course Moderator 
President - South Florida Region 16 

Sharon Sileno, BSN RN 
President - Gulf Coast Region 12 

Eton Stebbins, BSN, RN, CGRN 
President Greater Orlando Region 14 

Don Cooper, MBA, RN, CGRN, LNC
President elect Greater Orlando Region 14     

2023 SGNA Committee
Stacie Diller, MBA, BSN, RN, CGRN 
President Central Florida Region 11 

Hope Williams, BSN, RN, CGRN 
President Elect Central Florida Region 11

Lori Millward, BSN, RN, CGRN 
President Florida’s First Coast Region 13 

Katy Crenshaw, BSN, RN, CGRN
President elect Florida’s First Coast Region 13

September 8-10, 2023, Renaissance Orlando at SeaWorld, Orlando, FL
For more information and to register, visit sgnaflorida.org

Register by Register by JULY JULY 1414thth and save! and save!

Society of Gastroenterology Nurses and Associates 
FLORIDA REGIONS

South Florida, Central Florida, Florida’s Gulf Coast,  
Florida’s First Coast, and Greater Orlando

10:00 am	 Break / Visit Exhibits
10:10 am	 Endoscopic Therapy for Recurrent Acute and 

Chronic Pancreatitis: When and How? 
Andres Gelrud, MD 
Learn about the use of endoscopic therapy in 
the treatment of recurrent acute and chronic 
pancreatitis.

10:30 am	 Debate: Endoscopic Management of Malignant 
Obstruction

	 Go Through It: Endoscopic Stenting Is First-
Line and Time-Tested Treatment for Duodenal 
Obstruction 
Jodie Barkin, MD 
Discuss endoscopic stenting as the first-line and 
time-tested treatment for this condition compared 
to other treatment options.

	 Go Around It: Endoscopic Gastrojejunostomy Is 
Here to Stay 
Muhammad K. Hasan, MD 
Discuss the best approach for endoscopic 
management of malignant obstruction, with a focus 
on the use of endoscopic gastrojejunostomy as a 
viable alternative to endoscopic stenting.

11:00 am	 Q&A

11:10 am	 Break
11:20 am	 Endo-Bariatrics Beyond the Scope: The 

Comprehensive Pre- and Post-Management of 
Obesity 
Victoria Gomez, MD 
Review the importance and components of a 
thorough evaluation pre-bariatric endoscopy 
including nutritional, behavioral and metabolic 
evaluations.

11:40 am	 Managing Anticoagulation in the Peri-Endoscopy 
Period: From Acute GI Bleeding to Elective 
Procedures 
Samuel Giday, MD 
Discuss how to manage antithrombotics in the 
elective endoscopy setting.

12:00 pm	 Helicobacter pylori: The Latest Treatments Against 
an Old Foe 
Yan Bi, MD 
Discuss the pros and cons of the latest treatment 
options, as well as the factors that should be 
considered when selecting a treatment plan.

12:20 pm	 Q&A

12:30 pm	 Closing Remarks and Meeting Adjourns  
Dennis Yang, MD

FGS / SGNA 2023 AGENDA, continued


